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Vicar’s Greeting

Community Love and Jesus

One of the jokes that I tell often is a corny one, but it is 
accurate.  It goes something like this, “Rob, can’t you do 

something about this lousy weather?  Don’t you have connections?”  I 
always respond, “Sorry, I’m in sales, not management.”  Groan… But 
it is true.  I’m in sales, meaning that I have found something that I 
am passionate about and I share it with the world.  

Not long ago after having the above 
interaction the person I was speaking 
with asked a very good question.  She 
asked, “Sales?  Th en what do you 
sell?”  I had never been asked this so 
bluntly.  I thought for a moment and 
responded, “Community, Love and 
Jesus.” Th at is what we are all about at 
St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea.  

We strive to care for our community near and far.  We care for Rye 
Beach and seek to preserve our beautiful church building for good of 
all.  We also care for the wider community by sharing what we have 
for the betterment of the world.  We strive to love all people.  We do 
this imperfectly, yet we continue to move toward one another with 
grace and hope that together our love of God and neighbor will be 
what people experience when they encounter us.  And we share Jesus.  

I remember hearing a bishop say, “Remember YOU may be the only 
Holy Scripture someone ever reads.”  I think of how this lovely chapel 
is not just talking about Jesus, but actually seeking to imitate Jesus and 
not simply going to church, but actually seeking to BE the church.

Enjoy this Advent and Christmas season (please join us for Caroling 
and bring your friends) and let us continue our work of sharing 
Community, Love and Jesus with all.

Faithfully, your Vicar,
Rob Stevens, Jr.

Happy Holidays and Seasons Greetings!

How fortunate we are with so many blessings and ministries 
happening at St. Andrew’s. To all who have volunteered, a 

very special thanks.  None of this would have been possible without 
your dedicated service. We are grateful to our Chapel Committee 
members who have served these last 3 years, Lizzie Bristow, Karen 
Barsanti, Jane Holway and Jim Zuckerman – thank you for your 
dedicated service! 

From our own Bishop Hirschfeld to Rev. Becca 
Stevens visiting us once again from Th istle Farms, 
we are reminded how grateful we are to have some 
wonderful visiting ministers celebrate with us each 
Sunday. 

Over these last few years we have been able to 
balance the restoration and preservation of our 
historic chapel while expanding our service and 
ministries with our outreach and community 
events. Candlelight Caroling just before Christmas 

and Music-by-the-Sea summer concerts are some of the wonderful 
events we off er to our greater St. Andrew’s community.

We look forward to another beautiful summer season at St. Andrew’s. 
Until then, wishing you all the joy and peace this holiday season, and 
in the New Year!

Gary Fincke, Senior Warden

Mission Statement

St. Andrews’s-by-the-Sea is a historic 
seasonal chapel that strives  to provide 

inspirational and inclusive worship,  fellowship, 
and outreach support in the greater community.



An Invitation to join the 
Altar Guild

Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer, 
meet new people, and become an integral member 

of the St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea community?  
Working in teams, we prepare the altar for Sunday 

services, baptisms, weddings and memorials.  
We look forward to speaking with you. Please call 

Lillian Kann (603-770-9272, lilliank@comcast.net) or 
Libby Kenney (617-543-0083, libbethk@verizon.net). 

Junior Warden Report
Th is year the slate roof 
was replaced, overgrown 
trees around the chapel 
were removed and the 
shed was repainted. In 
November fi ve of the 
stained-glass windows 
will have the old frosted 
Plexiglas replaced. Next 
year we hope to begin the 
process of re-pointing 
the chapel walls and 
adding new piers in the 
crawlspace basement. In 
the near future, we will 
be looking to restore the 
LaFarge window (1887) 
and the three windows 
over the altar which were 
donated by the Abbot 

family in 1876. Additionally, we are looking at plans to replace 
the seasonal tent with a permanent wooden pavilion.

Greg Kann, Junior Warden 

Treasurer’s Report 
Th ank you to all who have so generously contributed their 
time and treasure to St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea. Your off erings 
continue to support all that we do from visiting clergy and 
guest musicians, our summer concerts that supported increased 
outreach, to our brand-new roof and more. 

On the operating side, weddings continue to be a mainstay 
income support; with the remainder coming from your gifts 
and support.   Expenses are in line with budget, and we are 
operating within our means with a projected $9,000 draw from 
our Endowment.  Th e completion of the roof project came in 
under budget and the budget surplus will be used to pay off  the 
Diocesan loan.

Our Investment policy includes an annual spending provision 
from the Endowment.   Th e funds drawn are intended to 
provide operating support for Chapel needs and Outreach. 

Th e combined funds from the Endowment, camp matching 
donations, concert sponsorships and other contributions will 
enable our Outreach grants to exceed $29K this year.  

 Again, thank you for your off erings and support for St. 
Andrew’s-by-the-Sea.

 Chris Nettleton, Treasurer 
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All are welcome!

St. Andrew’s-by-the Sea

Candlelight
Caroling

in our  

Historic Chapel

Friday, Dec. 20, 2019 at 5pm

Dress Warm!

Hot cider & treats to follow

30 Church Road 

Rye Beach, NH

www.standrews-by-the-sea.org

~

~

Mark Your Calendar!
Friday, December 20,  5pm 
Join us for what has become a 

St. Andrew’s Christmas tradition. Sing 
the songs of the season with us in the 

winter splendor of our beautiful chapel.

4th Annual  Candlelight Caroling



Outreach Report
St. Andrew’s continues the important ministry of outreach.  We 
are grateful for our continued endowment growth to extend our 
ministry beyond the walls of our chapel through organizations 
to support women, children, and families in our communities: 
For outreach details, please go to www.standrews-by-the-sea/
outreach.

We were pleased to welcome back Rev. Becca Stevens to St. 
Andrew’s with her inspiring 
messages on Sunday, July 21st.
Th en later at 4 pm through 
our sponsoring of Becca and 
in collaboration with HAVEN, 
Becca was the featured speaker 
at a special educational and 
awareness event at 3S Art Space 
in Portsmouth. How inspiring it 
was to learn more about Becca’s 
work internationally and around 
the country. 

HAVEN is the largest violence 
prevention and support services 
agency in NH.  Becca  is a 
nationally acclaimed speaker, 

author, CNN Heroes fi nalist, and founder of Th istle 
Farms. HAVEN serves women, men, and children aff ected by 
domestic and sexual violence.  

Lizzie Bristow, Outreach Chair

Wedding Coordinator Report
St. Andrews hosted sixteen weddings this year- starting in 
early May and ending in late October.  Th e warm fall weather 
made it possible to accommodate a longer season than usual.  
A huge “thank you” to the dedicated volunteers who assisted 
at each rehearsal and wedding.  

Our 2020 Wedding Calendar is beginning to fi ll assuring 
another busy year ahead.  Help is needed, so we invite you to 
consider being a volunteer.  Please email sgavutis@gmail.com 
if you are willing to help.

Sandra Gavutis, Wedding Coordinator

Hospitality
Th ank you to so many people 
who made our hospitality 
happen this year. It is impossible 
to thank each volunteer by 
name because people dropped 
food off  at our table without 
being asked; they came bearing 
gifts. It has been more diffi  cult 
to host hospitality at the 8 
am service due to a smaller 

group of worshippers. We have received a wonderful gift 

for 2020; Lee Gray and Margaret Sophio have volunteered 
to oversee the 8 am hospitality. Hosting hospitality is one of 
the best ways to meet almost all who come to our services.

Please call Anne Nettleton 
(201-294-1933) or email 
(avnettle@gmail.com) if you 
are interested in volunteering 
during the summer season of 
2020.

Anne Nettleton, Hospitality Chair

Memorial Garden
Once again, we are expanding the Memorial Garden to 
accommodate new purchases and internments. Greg Kann 
repainted the Celtic cross in the center of the Memorial 
Garden this spring and it looks fabulous! Currently, I am 
looking for someone who would like to join me as Co-chair 
of the Memorial Garden.  Th is is a very heartwarming service 
to the chapel.

Carol O’Leary, Memorial Garden Chair 
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Garden Committee
Th e mission is to maintain the two gardens - weeding, planting, watering and general maintenance. Special thanks to Donlyn 
Ray and Shelley Lord for being “buddies in dirt” as we tidy, plant and bring some order out of chaos! Very satisfying work!  We 
have a lot of fun together and invite anyone else who would like to get their hands dirty with us.  It is not a heavy lift, but a 
satisfying one.

Contact any one of us if you would like to join us for the spring clean-up and planting, or at info@StAndrews-by-the-Sea.org.

Martha Byam, Garden Committee
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Planned Giving 
For decades we have been blessed with generous donations and 
gifts from those who have made it possible for St. Andrew’s 
to exist for our benefit today. As we look to the future as 
responsible stewards, we recognize the need to plan for the 
future.
To create a sustainable and solid financial future for St. Andrew’s, 
through planned giving, legacy donations and other bequests/
investments, you can help to preserve the future health of our 
chapel and our greater community.
Contributions can be made to the St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea 
Building and Maintenance Fund or Endowment Fund at any 
time.
By including St. Andrew’s in your estate planning, your 
stewardship as a legacy will help to provide the means and the 
inspiration for our sustainability, for years to come.
All are welcome to participate and support this important 
stewardship. We encourage you to contact our Vicar or one of our 
Executive Committee members at info@StAndrews-by-the-Sea.org

Finance Report 
The Investment Account is the Chapel’s financial asset. Since 2009 investments have been managed by in-house managers under 
the supervision of the Finance Committee. During this time, the portfolio has tripled through appreciation. As the Chapel’s 
activities expand, spending from the Endowment (prescribed in the Investment Policy), provides for annual capital needs, a 
portion of the Chapel’s Four Phase Restoration, most outreach funding and assists operating. The amount of assets and the 
Chapel’s dependence on the steady stream of investment revenue led to placing the funds in a more “trust’ like” structure. The 
Executive Committee has approved transferring the management of the Endowment to an outside investment advisory firm 
under the guidance of the Board of Trustees of the Diocese. 

The preservation of assets along with longer-term growth continues with our goal to provide for current needs and sustain the 
Chapel for generations to come.

Carol O’Leary, Finance Chair
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Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:  ___________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________  Phone(s):  _________________________

Comments:  ________________________________________________________________
Please check: ❏ for $__________  to St. Andrew’s buildings and grounds 

	 ❏ for $ __________ Capital Appeal to help with re-pointing and structural repairs

❏ I’d like to volunteer   ❏	Please add me to the email list 
*All gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law

Please return this form to St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea, PO Box 555, Rye Beach, NH 03871-0555

We very much appreciate your support to help preserve our historic chapel today, 
and for generations to come! 

Please consider making an important contribution to St. Andrew’s.

Music-by-the-Sea Summer Concerts
For the second season, the Music-by-the-Sea summer concert series brought 
three performances to the Seacoast community at our beautiful chapel.  With 
invaluable Concert Committee help and numerous volunteers, we hosted the 
Quintessence Ensemble, The Portsmouth Brass Ensemble for All American 
Tunes and the Ben Baldwin Trio for summer jazz vocals. Concerts benefited our 
community non-profit partners, the Portsmouth Symphony Orchestra Strings in 
Schools, St. John’s Choir School, HAVEN and Cross Roads House. 

All of this could not have been possible without the generous support of our 
sponsors: Dan Philbrick, Aerodynamics, Doug and Suzanne Lake, Citizens 
Bank, Carey and Giampa (Patrick Carey), Rock Crest Gardens, RiverWoods, 
Mrs. Roberta Golledge, Caldwell Banker (Anne & Chris Nettleton): CR’s the 
Restaurant, Tate and Foss (Ned Tate), Northpoint Mortgage, Cuzin Richard 
Productions and Holway Electric.

Many thanks to our Concert Committee: Anne and Chris Nettleton,  
Darleen Chadwick, Ned Tate and Lillian Kann, as well as Sponsor Ambassador, 
Donlyn Ray.

We look forward to another summer of beautiful music next year.  Mark your 
calendar for concerts on the Sundays of Memorial Day, Independence Day 
and Labor Day weekends at 4pm. For 2020 we will welcome the string quartet 
from the Portsmouth Symphony Orchestra, a reprisal of the Portsmouth Brass 
Ensembles’ All-American Tunes and a jazz/vocal performance.

Anne Richter Arnold 
Summer Concert Committee Chair



St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea
30 Church Rd.
PO Box 555
Rye Beach, NH 03871-0555

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea
The Episcopal summer chapel in

Rye Beach, New Hampshire
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The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr., Vicar
Gary Fincke, Senior Warden

Email: info@standrews-by-the-sea.org
Web: www.standrews-by-the-sea.org

2020 Worship Schedule
Sundays from

June 14 through September 6

8:00 am Rite I Holy Eucharist
10:00 am Rite II Holy Eucharist with Music

For more information and upcoming 
announcements, please visit our website at:

standrews-by-the-sea.org
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